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Project introduction, overall 
objectives and relation to 
existing and national HTA 
initiatives
Title: An EU-wide initiative to build a 
supporting infrastructure to ensure 
ongoing implementation of the latest 
and fit-for-purpose HTA methodologies 
and tools in practice.

Acronym: Support Utilisation of Sustainable and 
TAilored INnovative methods for HTA 
(SUSTAIN-HTA)  



The SUSTAIN-HTA project is funded by the European Union's Horizon Europe programme under the grant agreement No 
101136318. The UK participant is supported by UKRI grant No 10106859 (National Institute for Health and Care Excellence). Views 
and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union, the 
United Kingdom, HaDEA or UKRI. Neither the European Union, the United Kingdom, nor the granting authorities can be held 
responsible for them.

• Identify innovative methods and tools, in particular those developed in EU-funded projects able to address HTA 
bodies' needs

• Identifications of barriers to the uptake of these methods (and potential associated tools, e.g. open-source software to 
run cost-effectiveness analyses) 

• Use cases (based on the needs identified by HTA bodies) to facilitate the endorsement by HTA bodies of innovative 
methods

• Development of an implementation plan including supporting tools and training modules

• Recommendations for broader dissemination

HORIZON-HLTH-2023-IND-06-01 - Supporting the uptake of innovative Health 
Technology Assessment (HTA) methodology and advancing HTA expertise (call text)

   Identify the methodological needs of HTA bodies at EU and national level!
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• Funder: European Health and Digital Executive Agency on behalf of EC

• Coordinated Support Action  

• contributing to the objectives of Horizon Europe (i.e. dissemination, awareness-raising 
and communication, networking, coordination, etc.), 

• excluding R&I activities (except when undertaken under the component "Widening 
participation and spreading excellence" of the Work Programme "Widening participation 
and strengthening the European Research Area").

• 1 January 2024 – 31 December 2027 (4 years), with the intention of a sustainable 
system into 2028 and beyond.

• Coordinator: Utrecht University (UU)

Organisation 
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• Many investments in HTA methodologies through EU projects for more than ten years 

• Developments in how HTA bodies work; from systematic reviews and large indications to 
submission-based work for small and targeted populations. 

• However, developments in HTA methodologies currently may often not match to the needs of HTA bodies 

• Can we better align HTA needs to academic HTA methods development? 

• Can we learn from some national interactions between HTA bodies and academics?

Some initial considerations
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• Our position
– To be a trusted, neutral platform that provides high-quality expertise on new HTA methods 

that meet the needs of HTA bodies

• Our mission
– We want to map already existing tools, identify new methodological developments that 

match the HTA methodological needs and make them easily findable and accessible

• Our vision
– To support the pan-European HTA workforce and align HTA expertise via a robust 

education and training framework that can encourage the uptake of novel, high-quality, 
needs-based HTA methodologies

Main takeaways of SUSTAIN-HTA (1)
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• Scope
– HTA methods for different health technologies
– initial focus on health technologies that are perceived to be complex and/or may be part of 

initial EU HTAR assessments
– Starting with relative effectiveness and cost-effectiveness and may focus later on other 

elements of HTA such as budget impact, ethical aspects and other domains of the HTA 
Core Model®

• Seeking to support national and regional HTA bodies but also processes as part of EU HTAR
– Next to needs that are defined on the national or regional level, also methodological 

needs defined by the HTAR CG and its subgroups are of substantial importance
– SUSTAIN-HTA is aiming to support the future HTA system by close interactions with the 

HTACG and its subgroups according to their expressed needs

Main takeaways of SUSTAIN-HTA (2)
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Consortium composition SUSTAIN-HTA
Partner # Partner Name Short Name Partner Type Country

1 - Coordinator Utrecht University; The Division of Pharmacoepidemiology and Clinical Pharmacology UU(-PECP) University NL

2 Bocconi University; Centre for Research on Health and social care management UB(-CERGAS) University IT

3 National Institute for Health & Care Excellence NICE HTA Body UK
4 Erasmus Universitair Medisch Centrum Rotterdam EMC  University NL
5 Zorginstituut Nederland ZIN  HTA Body NL
6 Stichting Radboud Universitair Medisch Centrum RUMC  University NL
7 Syreon Kutato Intezet Korlatolt Felelossegu Tarsasag SRI  SME HU
8 Fundacion Vasca de Innovacion e Investigacion Sanitarias OSTEBA HTA Body ES
9 GetReal Institute GETREAL NGO NL

10 Synapse Research Management Partners S.L. SYNAPSE SME ES
11 Nemzeti Népegészségügyi és Gyógyszerészeti Központ NCPHP HTA Body HU
12 Agenzia Nazionale per i Servizi Sanitari Regionali AGENAS HTA Body IT

13 (Affiliated) Universita Cattolica del Sacro Cuore (Affiliated entity of 12. AGENAS) UCSC University IT

14 Agencia de Qualitat i Avaluacio Sanitaries de Catalunya AQUAS  HTA Body ES
15 Direktoratet for medisinske produkter NOMA  HTA Body NO

7 HTA Bodies 5 Universities 2 SME’s 1 NGO
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Work Packages
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Building blocks and outcomes of the project
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•HTA bodies in consortium
•AGENAS (IT), AQUAS (ES), NCPHP (HU), NICE (UK), NOMA (NO), OSTEBA (ES), 
ZIN (NL)

•Inner circle (in Europe)
•HTA Commission (GR), NIHO (SK), HTA Department (UKR), TLV (SE), KCE (BE), 
AIHTA (AT), Ministry of Health (SI), INFARMED (PT),  additional partners to be 
confirmed

•Outer circle (outside Europe)
•Additional partners to be confirmed 

Participation in HTA Network 



R&I projects with direct links to SUSTAIN-HTA partners
Project Partners involved Relevant methods

H2020 HTx
(www.htx-h2020.eu)

UU-PECP (coordinator), NICE, SRI, ZIN, 
SYNAPSE (partners)

Evidence synthesis (RCT&RWD), prediction 
modelling, personalised treatments, 
cost-effectiveness

H2020
IMPACT-HTA
(www.impact-hta.eu)

UB-CERGAS (co-lead), NICE (partner) Combining RCT & RWD,  health care & 
social costs, MCDA, HTA for OMPs

H2020 COMED 
(www.comedh2020.eu) UB-CERGAS (Coordinator), SRI (partner) Economic evaluation of medtech

IMI EHDEN 
(www.ehden.eu)

EMC (coordinator), NICE, Synapse 
(partners), AQuAS (data partner via 
CatSalut)

Standardised health data  but also research 
with these standardised data (RWD)

IMI GETREAL (now Institute)
(www.getreal-institute.org)

GetReal (coordinator), UU-PECP, ZIN, 
NICE (partners),  RWD & RWE methods and use cases

IMI EUPATI 
(https://eupati.eu/projects/im
i-efoeupati/) 

Karen Facey (UU-PECP) (partner) Patient involvement in and patient 
education on HTA

MedTech HTA
(https://www.medtechta.eu/)

UB-CERGAS (coordinator) HTA methods for medical devices

VALIDATE (building on 
INTEGRATE-HTA); 
(www.validatehta.eu)

RUMC (coordinator), OSTEBA (partner) Methods development for Integrated HTA 
of complex health technologies
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Issues 
perceived 
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Li Jiu1, Michiel Hartog1, Junfeng Wang1, Rick A Vreman1,2, Aukje K Mantel
Teeuwisse1, Wim G Goettsch1,2 ISPOR 2022



Pharmacoepidemiology
and Clinical Pharmacology

Analytical Methods for Comparing Uncontrolled Trials with External 
Controls from Real-World Data: a systematic literature review and 
comparison to European Regulatory and Health Technology Assessment 
practice

Hogervorst etal,
Value in Health 2024 accepted
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and Clinical Pharmacology



Pharmacoepidemiology
and Clinical Pharmacology
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•EU HTAR CG and its subgroups for instance on Methodology
•SUSTAIN-HTA will focus on providing knowledge that for instance may be used by SG 
on Methodology for updating their guidelines

•Tender to build capacity and knowledge for the implementation of the EU HTAR
•SUSTAIN-HTA education and training program will focus on new, innovative HTA 
methods which could be supplementary to education/training planned in the tender that is 
mostly focused on existing methodology

•Technical Support Instrument on HTA
•SUSTAIN-HTA might provide additional options for instance through its planned 
fellowship program for less experienced HTA bodies to gain additional expertise.

Relation to other existing and new EU HTA initiatives
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• SUSTAIN-HTA’s mission is to help understanding the needs of HTA bodies and not 
to introduce an additional burden
• A clear and well worked-out structural overview of the needs of individual HTA bodies will 

foster further timely development of HTA methods

• It should provide a fair and well-balanced filter on all the new HTA methods that 
are developed by academic groups, research initiatives, consultancy groups and 
private groups

• In time, SUSTAIN-HTA hopes to provide a platform that all EU HTA bodies can join 
to support the future of HTA methodology

Final remarks


